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arose. I heard about it first from the K------s. Bratolyouboff had
been at the flat in a state of wild indignation and dismay. Polivanoff,
the new War Minister, was the cause of it. Apparently Bratolyouboff
had put in certain requisitions for his experiments and Polivanoff
had turned them down. More than that, he had sent a high official
of the Ministry to Government Headquarters at Mogileff to denounce
Bratolyouboff to the Tsar. This was not surprising when it was
learned just what BratolyoubofFs new requisitions had been. He
had demanded fourteen million roubles in cash (about one and a
half million pounds) and all the vacant property and sites in Petro-
grad. Next day Bratolyouboff was arrested. I was instructed by
Chaplinsky to find out what the Rasputin camp was saying.
When I called at Gorokhovaya Street I found Rasputin was at
Tsarskoe Selo, but waiting his return were Stuermer and Manouiloff,
and when Stuermer heard me talking to Katya he came out and
invited me in. It was my first meeting with Manouiloff. He was
dark, Jewish-looking in rather a handsome way, under medium
height, and wore a monocle which he screwed at intervals ostenta-
tiously into his eye. At all other times he kept the lids of his eyes
almost half closed. The conversation turned naturally to Bratolyou-
boff. Stuermer said his release was expected at any moment.
Rasputin had gone to see the Empress at Tsarskoe Selo. Polivanoff,
he declared, would suffer for this. The General was making a
nuisance of himself in other ways. He was working much too closely
with the committee of business men and others set up some months
before by the Duma with the approval of the Tsar to speed up the
manufacture of munitions. Stuermer was specially incensed about
this co-operation between the War Minister and a pack of interfering
busybodies, as he termed them. The whole machinery of the State
was being undermined. Not merely were there members of the
hated district and town councils on this committee as well as
business and professional men, but Guchkoff, the chairman, was
even co-opting working men from the factories on to the sub-
committees. The bureaucracy was being pushed on one side. If
this were allowed to continue the foundations of the Tsardom would
be weakened and would never recover.
He was a round-faced, beetle-browed fellow, this Stuermer,
with a big, drooping moustache, a German who had become a
naturalized Russian shortly before the war, but to hear him talk of
the autocracy, one would have believed that his ancestors must
at least have been Russian since the days of Peter the Great. When
a telephone message came through to say that Rasputin was staying
the night at Tsarskoe Selo we all left.
Next day Bratolyouboff was released. The next news was that